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Coast Guard, DHS § 27.305 

(3) 33 CFR chapter I, subchapter S 
(Boating Safety). 

[USCG-2000–6931, 69 FR 34069, June 18, 2004, as 
amended by USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49226, 
Sept. 25, 2009] 

Subpart C—Fire-Suppression 
Equipment for Towing Vessels 

§ 27.301 What are the requirements for 
fire pumps, fire mains, and fire 
hoses on towing vessels? 

By April 29, 2005, you must provide 
for your towing vessel either a self- 
priming, power-driven, fixed fire-pump, 
a fire main, and hoses and nozzles in 
accordance with paragraphs (a) 
through (c) of this section; or a port-
able pump, and hoses and nozzles, in 
accordance with paragraphs (d) and (e) 
of this section. 

(a) The fixed fire-pump must be capa-
ble of— 

(1) Delivering water simultaneously 
from the two highest hydrants, or from 
both branches of the fitting if the high-
est hydrant has a Siamese fitting, at a 
pitot-tube pressure of at least 344 kPa 
(50 psi) and a flow rate of at least 300 
lpm (80 gpm); and 

(2) Being energized remotely from a 
safe place outside the engine room and 
from the pump. 

(b) All valves necessary for the oper-
ation of the fire main must be kept in 
the open position or must be capable of 
operation from the same place where 
the remote fire pump contol is located. 

(c) The fire main must have a suffi-
cient number of fire hydrants with at-
tached hose to reach any part of the 
machinery space using a single length 
of fire hose. 

(d) The hose must be lined commer-
cial fire-hose, at least 40mm (1.5 
inches) in diameter, 15 meters (50 feet) 
in length, and fitted with a nozzle 
made of corrosion-resistant material 
capable of providing a solid stream and 
a spray pattern. 

(e) The portable fire pump must be 
self-priming and power-driven, with— 

(1) A minimum capacity of at least 
300 lpm (80 gpm) at a discharge gauge 
pressure of not less than 414 kPa (60 
psi), measured at the pump discharge; 

(2) A sufficient amount of lined com-
mercial fire hose at least 40mm (1.5 
inches) in diameter and 15 meters (50 

feet) in length, immediately available 
to attach to it so that a stream of 
water will reach any part of the vessel; 
and 

(3) A nozzle made of corrosion-resist-
ant material capable of providing a 
solid stream and a spray pattern. 

(f) You must stow the pump with its 
hose and nozzle outside of the machin-
ery space. 

§ 27.303 What are the requirements for 
fire-extinguishing equipment on 
towing vessels in inland service, 
and on towing vessels in ocean or 
coastal service whose construction 
was contracted for before August 
27, 2003? 

You must carry on your towing ves-
sel both— 

(a) The minimum number of hand- 
portable fire extinguishers required by 
subpart 25.30 of this part; and 

(b) By April 29, 2005, either— 
(1) An approved B-V semi-portable 

fire-extinguishing system to protect 
the engine room; or 

(2) A fixed fire-extinguishing system 
installed to protect the engine room of 
the vessel. 

§ 27.305 What are the requirements for 
fire-extinguishing equipment on 
towing vessels in ocean or coastal 
service whose construction was 
contracted for on or after August 
27, 2003? 

(a) You must carry on your towing 
vessel both— 

(1) The minimum number of hand- 
portable fire extinguishers required by 
subpart 25.30 of this part; and 

(2) An approved B-V semi-portable 
fire-extinguishing system to protect 
the engine room. 

(b) You must have a fixed fire-extin-
guishing system installed to protect 
the engine room of the vessel. 

(c) This section does not apply to any 
towing vessel pushing a barge ahead, or 
hauling a barge alongside, when the 
barge’s coastwise or Great Lakes route 
is restricted (as indicated on its certifi-
cate of inspection), so that the barge 
may operate ‘‘in fair weather only, 
within 12 miles of shore,’’ or with 
words to that effect. 
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